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Summary:

Believers who accept Jesus Christ—who is God’s grace in human form—have been delivered
from sin and from the feeling of being judged and condemned. However, although Jesus dealt
with this issue on the cross, condemnation is still possible for those who choose not to accept
Him or believe in His finished works. Under the law, condemnation results when man fails to
fulfill all its demands; it’s harsh and strict, and calls for judgment and punishment. Jesus has
replaced the law with grace, but unbelief puts us right back under the law. Condemnation used
to be the result of a failure to perform perfectly; it’s now the result of a refusal to have faith in
Christ. While our belief positions us to receive salvation and deliverance, unbelief moves us
outside of the operations of God’s undeserved favor. Our faith in Jesus as the light we need in
this spiritually dark world is therefore critical.

Notes:

1. Grace is available to everyone, but rejecting Jesus puts us back under condemnation. Part
of our salvation is being saved from condemnation.

2. Trying to live by the law only increases the condemnation we feel when we can’t keep all
of it.

3. The law puts us in bondage by its demands for strict obedience. Breaking even one rule
puts us under condemnation.

4. Our goal as believers should be to depend on God’s grace and truth, as embodied in Jesus.

5. Ifwe don’t believe that Jesus is the Son of God and has already taken care of the sin issue,
then we're still guilty of the sin that we inherited from Adam. Unbelief makes us
responsible for our own condemnation.
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