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1 John 5:4, NLT

Summary:

Successful Christians who win in life are the ones who have learned to walk by faith in God’s
grace in the middle of painful, uncomfortable circumstances. God uses the trouble and
persecution we go through to mature and grow us. Trusting Him in bad situations allows Him
to strengthen us and teach us wisdom as we gradually transform into the image of Jesus Christ.
However, we don’t become stronger simply by passively putting up with adversity; we develop
and grow by actively resisting it and moving through it. Our trust in Jesus should be independent
of our emotions; we walk by faith, not by feelings. This applies to our marital relationships as
well as to every other aspect of our lives. Embracing the pain instead of running away from it
brings us to a greater level of emotional maturity.

Notes:

1.

Our faith in Christ and in what He did gives us victory. The world contradicts His
Word. The devil will throw all kinds of trouble at us to get us not to believe what God
promised.

We must embrace God’s Word when He tells us we’re righteous. We're to believe in
His plans for our lives.

The world tries to tell us that we’re worthless and not enough. However, our faith—
specifically in the finished works of Jesus Christ—overcomes the world.

We are in a spiritual fight against the enemy. Trusting in God renders the devil
powerless.

We submit to God by humbling ourselves before Him. Humility is a choice we make
to agree with what He says.

The devil is looking for who he can deceive. Although he is seeking who he can devour,
he can’t devour just anyone. He can’t touch believers who trust in God and have a
relationship with Him.
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